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The youthful king in his coronation finery

       President Wilf Wilkinson, Sultan Mizan Zainal Abidin, and Director Noraseth Pathmanand at the Opening Ceremony

Upper left: Josie in a Malaysian costume with Ben and bemedalled PP Chisti of Pakistan who we met earlier at the Salt Lake City 

Rotary Convention. Upper right: with Rtn. Dr. Indra Kumar of Malaysia in Indian costume;  Center above: PDG Dr RT Arazu and 

spouse Kamla, President WIlf and Joan draped with colorful hand-woven blankets. Lower left: Ben with Trustee Sakuji Tanaka; 

Lower right: With PDG Dr. Wu Dar Ching, spouses Phyllis Fong and Lorna Ching and GETS Team Leader, PDG Hoe Beng Fong

The K.L. City Hall as the symbol of the Zone Institute
      

For this Zone Institute, we decided to fly budget through DMIA (Diosdado Macapagal International Airport) in 

Clark Special Freeport Zone.  For more than a year now, AirAsia, the leading and largest low fare airline in 

Asia, has launched an online campaign that offered an exciting range of super low-fares. So we booked three 

months early before our scheduled departure to take advantage of the irresistible low fare deals. There was a 

big group of Rotarians from several Districts who flew through DMIA and we were quite a noisy group.

DMIA is located in Clark Field that is a mere 15-minute drive from our home. Way back in 2004,  we had the 

good fortune of winning two free tickets from Asiana Airlines to the Rotary International Convention in Osaka, 

Japan. Asiana Airlines was the first International Airline to fly from DMIA. After that, Air Asia, Tiger Airways, 

Cebu Pacific and other Budget Airlines started their regular flights from DMIA, making Clark one of the most 

popular new destinations in the Philippines. 

So, we flew to Kuala Lumpur and were booked at the plush and impressive Shangri-la Hotel, the venue of the 

2007 Zone Institute. Thanks to PDG Dr. Paul CK Lee, who was in charge of accommodations, from November 

27 to December 1st, we stayed at a large corner super deluxe room on the ninth floor with a view, and from our 

window we could get a glimpse the tall buildings around and the monorail that plied the busiest avenues of K.L. 

 

The Opening Plenary Session on November 30th was heralded by arrival of President Wilfrid Wilkinson and his 

spouse Joan. After the Call to Order by PDG Dr. RT Arasu, the Institute Chair, the entrance of colors and the 

flags of all the participating nations which have increased in number followed: Afganistan, Bangladesh, Brunei, 

Cambodia, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Laos, Macau, Malaysia, Mongolia, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, and 

Taiwan. Of course, the Institute Banner preceded tha flags of Thailand, Canada, and Malaysia. PDG Dr. Arasu 

had his welcome address followed by Director Noraseth Pathmanand’s and then President Wolf had his 

keynote address. After the arrival of the King the ceremonial opening was done by President Wilf, Director 

Noraseth Pathmanand and the new King of Malaysia Sultan Mizan Zainal Abidin. 

   Malaysia’s new king, Sultan Mizan Zainal Abidin, 44, is its second-youngest 

   ever. He became the 13th Yang di-Pertuan Agong of Malaysia with his term

   starting December 13, 2006 for a 5-year term following a rotation system 

   practiced by the Rulers. The 5-year rotational constitutional monarchy as

   practiced in Malaysia is the only one of its kind in the world. Malaysia has 

   9 sultans and each takes turn to rule for 5 years as king, signing legislation

   into law and appointing judges but always on the premier's advice.

   A new palace is being built atop a hill on 240 acres (97 hectares) and it 

   is expected to be finished in 2009. A far less colourful figure than some 

   of his predecessors as king, the youthful new monarch attended Britain's

   Sandhurst Royal Military Academy and served as a land administrator 

   before succeeding to the throne of Terengganu.

At the Opening Dinner, the king sat at the head table with President 

Wilf, spouse Joan, Director Noraseth, spouse Chotima, Trustee Sakuji 

Tanaka and spouse Kyoko, RIDE John Lawrence and Spouse Janet, 

RIDE Robert Scott and Spouse Ann, Institute Chairman PDG Dr. RT 

Arasu and spouse Kamala and the other VIP guests. The table had a 

beautiful centerpiece of white liliums, pink and white roses with peach

and yellow hued rose petals strewn all around the center. There was 

a cultural show during the dinner. Later, a memento was presented 

to the king by President Wilf Wilkinson.

At the Host Hospitality night, there were colorful dances, singing, fashion shows presented by the various 

countries represented there. The Malaysian Rotarians invited a professional dance group similar to the 

Philippine Bayanihan Dance Troupe. Their costumes and dances reminded us of our own native dances. The 

Philippine group which included DG Rosita Celis and DGE Chit Lijauco did a Bulaklakan and Tinikling Dance, 

while the Indonesian ladies sang a song. Another group presented the varied costumes of Indonesia and 

Malaysia. The Taiwan group had a very vibrant fashion show and even Past Vice President Gary Huang and 

his spouse Corina and RI Director Jackson Hsieh and spouse Juliet gamely walked the ramp. Most of the 

Rotarians and their spouses from the different parts of SouthEast Asia came in their native costumes. 

  

At the Plenary sessions there were the customary humanitarian, health, educational, service and membership 

development topics. In the forefront was of course the Polio Plus Update. There were break-out sessions and 

there were several sessions on Literacy, Water Management, Health and Hunger issues, Membership & Club 

Leaderhip Plans, etc. 

At the Second Plenary Tan Sri Ramon Navaratnam, President of Transparency International, Malaysia spoke 

on Corporate Govenance. He emphasized “Proper accounting standards in creating a system of fair, honest, 

transparent market-based principles of business practices to improve the quality of information and increase 

the speed of distribution of information to the public”. 

PDG Philbert Chin of D3310 Singapore presented his well-received “Rotary Values” : 

                                                      

                                                             THE GUIDE TO DAILY LIVING: 

 
BEFORE DOING THE THINGS WE WANT TO DO,

CONSIDER FIRST, THE PRECEPT OF THE GUIDE. 

 

        ASK OURSELVES THESE 4 QUESTIONS AND ACT UPON THEM: 

                                                         FIRST: HAVE I SPENT SOME TIME IN SELF-EXAMINATION? 

                                                         SECOND: HAVE I SPENT QUALITY TIME WITH MY FAMILY?

                                                         THIRD: HAVE I GIVEN THE BEST TO MY WORK? 

                                                         FOURTH: HAVE I GIVEN SOME TIME TO SOMEONE NEAR AND FAR?

 

But the last Plenary Session was the most interesting one. It was a debate entitled “Women Are More Service-

Oriented Than Men”. The Session Chair was Past RI Director Rafael Hechanova of the Philippines, “For the 

Motion” was the very articulate PDG Natalia Soebagjo of District 3400, Indonesia’s first ever lady district 

governor; followed by DG Rosita Celis of District 3820, Philippines, who was just as articulate and last but not 

least was PDG Saowalak Rattanavich of District 3350, Thailand. “Against the Motion” were three male 

Rotarians who gallantly defended their breed. First among them was DG Abdul Aziz Memon of District 3270, 

Pakistan, PP Leslie Yeap of Malaysia and PDG Melito Salazar of District 3780 of the Philippines. It was a most 

interesting and heated debate but at the end of the debacle, everyone emerged victorious and there was lots of 

applause as the gentlemen handed over some lovely flower bouquets to the fearless lady Rotarians.

Above left: The Rotarian male protagonists in the Debate, PDG Melito Salazar and PP Leslie Yeap. Above right: DG Rosita Celis of 

the Philippines and PDG Natalia of Indonesia are all smiles after accepting the bouquets handed by DG Aziz Memon of Pakistan 

During the Institute there were several booths near the House of Friendship where various handicrafts, 

blouses, shawls, jewelry and other knick-knacks were for sale. The ladies lost no time in shopping for small 

souvenirs and gift items. There was also a tour organized by the Malaysian ladies for all the spouses. There 

was  a city tour where we viewed the City Hall and The Petronas Twin Towers. We visited a market selling all 

sorts of dry goods, a chocolate factory, a batik factory, and finally the Royal Selangor Pewter Factory. I thought 

that The School of Hard Knocks was just a fantasy but I found out that it really exists at Royal Selangor where 

everyone was given an apron and some tried their hand a hard-knocking the pewter to make small bowls by 

the hand.

After that we were on our own and we took the monorail to go to the famous Petronas Shopping Mall and to the 

new and modern KLCC Mall. We were amazed at the gigantic and unique beautifully-lighted Christmas tree 

which changed into all colors of the rainbow every several seconds. It had live choir boys nestled in it singing 

familiar Christmas carols. It was like a Disney fairyland and it made us homesick. It was a very enjoyable 

Institute and we looked forward to the 2008 Zone Institute to be held at The Historic Grand Hotel in Taipei.
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